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A Message From The Minister

Well, in the Gilborson household a new academic year is truly underway:
Kira is in her bnal year of junior school, India in her penultimate year of
high school, Tash is in her brst year of doing A levels, Sharon has
resumed teaching at college and | have started my PhD at Exeter
University.

Some have asked me why | am undertaking this further education and |
thought | should explain here. Several years ago the Methodist church
asked me whether | would continue my studies after completing my
degree. | had and still have a particular interest in the Bible, this is
something the church wants me to develop with the hope that my
enthusiasm might enthuse others. | say | have an interest in the Bible
when actually | have an interest in interpreting the Bible D the technical
term for this is lhermeneutics" and it is this that | shall be pursuing for the
next seven years.

When we read the Bible we might ask ourselves what kind of writing or
genre it is, is it a poem, story or piece of history etc. We then might ask
who wrote it down and who it was written for; we might ask why it was
originally written and what it meant to the readers at the time. When Paul
wrote to Corinth he was addressing a particular issue; when Luke
included the story of the prodigal son (when the other gospels omitted it)
he was trying to say something special about the grace of God, that was
his emphasis. Likewise Matthew and Luke tell the birth stories, Mark
ignores them and John starts at the dawn of time.

All of these approaches are ways and tools used to interpret and
understand the bible, they are all 'hermeneutics” and there are many
more! These things excite me and inspire me as | read and preach God's
word but there is moreE

For me the most important way of reading the Bible is when | read it
asking 'what God is saying to me?", \what does this mean to me?"

For this reason my PhD research will allow me to explore how the symbol
of stone/rock has been interpreted over the whole of history and ask how



such a symbol is used today and whether God is still using this symbol
to speak in our modern world.

Moses cracked open a rock in the desert, Goliath was slayed by one of
David"s bve pebbles, God is called a rock, stone was used to fashion
alters, tabernacles and idols. Peter was renamed the 'rock", Jesus was
tempted to change rocks into bread, the woman caught in adultery was
threatened by stoning, Jesus was crucibed at Calvary - a rocky outcrop,
it was the stone that was rolled away that glorious brst Easter morning.

Rocks have been symbolic of many things over the course of history,
sometimes contrary meanings are offered. My research will consider
these matters and ask how and why people interpret such symbols to
make meaning and how such symbols are used and abused.

It is my hope that the Lord will use my love of the Bible and what it
mean for us today to help me through what will be a difPcult course. The
church has allowed me to go part-time so | will be doing my studies one
week and then undertaking church work here at Wonford and Whiddon
Down. This means that every other Sunday you will bnd me
worshipping with you, something | am enjoying already.

If you come across any stories, articles, newspaper columns, bims,
books etc. that use or refer to rocks or stones | would be happy to
receive them, | am already compiling a collection of clippings and notes.

| do not intend to spend all my time in books yet | am aware that it is by
studying and learning that | gain experience and knowledge, something
| believe that God has called me to do in his church. It is my sincere
hope that my studies will inform my ministry and make me a better
preacher and pastor.

Please continue to pray for me and send me those clippings | want to
leave no stone unturned!

Yours, In Christ

Mark Gilborson



Dates For October

Birthdays

Our special congratulations and love to Mrs Wyn Anderson on her
90th Birthday - and greetings to all with birthdays in October

1st###8# Chloe Aplin-Prowse

Tth###8# Ben Keatt

10th##8 Ruth Milankovic

13th##8 Timothy Tamlin

14th##8 Wyn Anderson

23rd##8t Ellie & Danni Potter and#at Higgins

Flowers

7th$ $ Harvest

14th$ Bronwen & Clifford
21st$ Eileen

28th$$ Pat Lowans

Coffee

7th$ $ Edith & Tudor
14th$  Vanessa & Elsie
21st$ Anna & Andy
28th$$  Angela & Pam

Thursday Fellowship

For more than 40 years there has been a meeting held here at the
church on a Thursday evening. It was the Church Meeting, the Guild
and latterly the Church Fellowship. Over the years the attendance has
declined from an average of 25 each week and now with advancing age
and btness of the regular members we are proposing some changes.
Look for details in the November Contact.



Thursday Fellowship Dates for October

4th$ 7.30 p.m.$ Church Prayer meeting in the lounge. Everyone is
$%$ $ $ $ welcome.
11th $ $ $ No meeting as members will be joining at Crediton
$$ $ $ $ onthe 10th - see notice on board + next page.
18th$ 2.00 p.m.$ Bible Study led by Rev Mark Gilborson. This is
open to all. The present series is on Psalms and
this meeting will look at Psalm 137. This meeting
pPnishes at 3.00 p.m. to enable people to meet
children from school.
0.30 a.m.$ Coffee, Chat and Epilogue. Please feel free to call
$ $ in; you will be made very welcome. Tea or water is
$ $ available if you don't like coffee.
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Home Group Meetings in October

Home group will now meet alternate Tuesdays.
16th$ 8.00 p.m.$ Meet at 20 Whipton Lane.
30th 8.00 p.m.$ Meetat 181 Monks Road

See Sharon Gilborson for further details.

Hallelujah Party !!

This will take place on Wednesday 31st October in the Church Hall from
6.30 - 8.30 p.m.

Hot dogs, music, fun and games with Joe Fisher. Everyone welcome.
(Under @ - please bring an adult!!)



District Synod News
We heard about !Becoming an Eco Congregation " learning that
Crediton Methodist Church is getting an Award recognising them as an
Eco Congregation! Ours and many other churches in the circuit are
already recognised as being a Fairtrade Church. Crediton has gone a
stage further, made an environmental audit and made some changes to
achieve this new status. The really Green Church is a Fairtrade Church
committed to Trade Justice and Eco friendly. Fairtrade or trade justice
are no use to farmers in Bangladesh if their country is wiped out by
rising sea levels or land in Kenya becomes so arid that cultivation is
iImpossible. The poorest countries of the world are the brst to suffer from
the effects of climate change. They are feeling the impact now. OForget
making poverty history, climate change will make poverty permanent.O
If this interests you and you want to learn more about what steps
Crediton Methodists have taken, there's an open-to-all meeting of the
Circuit Church & Society Team to be held on Wednesday 10 October
at Crediton Methodist Church at 7.30 p.m.  !Agriculture" is its theme
and over refreshments you could ask the locals about their Eco friendly
efforts.

Margretta Bowstead

Hope 2008

Church leaders across Exeter are currently meeting to plan events for
Hope 2008. This is a major national initiative of churches working
together across the UK to bring social action and the message of the
Gospel to challenge and bless our communities. Our church has
become a partner in this venture, so we'll be involved in praying and
planning activities for our neighbourhood both of a social and outreach
nature; doing what we already do more imaginatively, enthusiastically
and energetically throughout 2008 and beyond.

We would like to convene a group to help channel our involvement
strategically for our church and community. Young people are
particularly invited to be a part of this. Any volunteers B young or old?

(See Joan for details; Tel 01392 466129. Click on the Hope 08 link
on the church website)



Plymouth & Exeter District Training Calendar 2007/8

Below is a list of the district training courses for October 2007.

For details of any course or event contact Keith Elliott (see details below) or,
where given, the named contact person.

If youOd like to attend one or more of the course®rganised by the District, 1.e.
that has Keith ElliottOs name as the contact, you ca book by using one of the
contact methods below.

Keith Elliott
District Training and Development Ofbcer
Pinfarthings
Church Road
Redhill,
North Somerset
BS40 5SG
Tel: 01934 861018
Fax: 01934 863967
Email: keith.elliott3@virgin.net
District Web Site B www.plyexetmethdist.org.uk

If you phone and get the answer machine, make sure you give your name,
address and phone number clearly, as well as the course(s) you want.
Please give us your email address if you've got one, as that makes
confirmation simple.

However you book, we will confirm it as soon as we can. If you haven't heard
from us within 2 weeks you should contact us again to make sure we've
received your application. If you haven't received final details about the
course at least a week before it is due to take place, then phone & let us
know!

Please book for courses as soon as possible , to ensure your place and
to make sure that the course will run. Low numbers mean we may have to
cancel. Last-minute booking is possible, but we can't guarantee you a place.
ALL DISTRICT RUN COURSES NEED TO BE BOOKED IN ADVAN CE!
For courses linked to the District where there is a charge, please make your
cheque payable to Plymouth and Exeter Methodist District.

The majority of internal courses are free, unless otherwise stated. The
majority of !day" courses include lunch.



October Training Courses

6th# District Property Day - The object of the day is to ensure that
everyone in the District has the opportunity to learn all there is
about 'property matters'. The day is open to anyone, not just
Property Stewards.
Venue - Sidwell Street Methodist Church, Exeter. 10.30a.m. - 3.30p.m.
Contact - Trevor Starr

13th A aunch of Step by Step 2 b Training and Familiarisation Day. Step
by Step 2 is a good practice guide for all involved in work with
young people.
Venue - St Andrews Filton, Bristol 11.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.
Contact D Keith Elliott

13th# Shebbear Study Day 2007 - OWorship in Spirit and in Truth® John 4
v 24. Led by Dave and Clare Cleave. 9.30 a.m. b 4.00 p.m. The cost
of the day will be £12 to include lunch, coffee and tea.
Contact re: booking and programme - Ted Lott: 01409 281242 or David
Ley: 01805 601247

18th$Working with Children - CORE Skills Introductory Taster Session
Open to anyone working with Children B come along and see if you
would like to do the complete course.

$  Venue B Crewkerne Methodist Church. 7.00 p.m. - 9.30 p.m.

$  Contact b Keith Elliott or Kathy Hays.

20t# Hope 2008 Somerset - Somerset Churches Together Annual
Gathering - Churches in Community.  An opportunity for Somerset
churches to learn more about how they can work together with the local
authorities and other faiths to build good and lasting community life.
Speakers include lan Chisnall, national co-ordinator of Hope 08.
Venue - St Andrew's Church, Taunton. 10.00 a.m. - 3.30 p.m.
Full details: 01225 872903 or sctog@blueyonder.co.uk

$

25%#Rural Issues Day .
Venue - Bratton Clovelly Village Hall 10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Contact b Philip Wagstaff



29# eading Collective Worship in Schools . The day will be led by
Tricia Martin. Tricia works for the diocese of Exeter and her role
spans a number of areas including Church School Inspections,
Worship and RE. She is passionate about the importance of RE
and Collective Worship in the life of Church schools. Her
background includes Secondary and Primary teaching, School
Inspections and writing materials for schools.# The day aims to
equip delegates to be more conbkdent in working with their local
school particularly in the area of collective worship.

Venue D Old Deanery, Exeter. 10.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.
Contact b Keith Elliott#(E)

Courses marked with an  I(E)" are being jointly run with the Diocese
of Exeter or Diocese of Bath and Wells.

Methodist Emphases Theme Series

Here"s something to watch out for. Sunday October 28t sees the start
of another of our Sunday theme series. This one will run most mornings
and evenings from late October through November. It's designed to
give us a reminder of some of the distinctive features and doctrines of
the Methodist movement as they originated and have developed. We
hope you enjoy it. Here's the full list of dates, preachers and topics.

Oct 28th 40.00 a.m.

$ $ $ S

Nov 4th$ 6.30 p.m.

$ $ $ S

Nov 11th $.0.00 a.m.

$ $ $ S

Nov 11th 6.30 p.m.

$ $ $ S

Nov 18th $0.00 a.m.

$ $ $ S

Nov 18th  6.30 p.m.

$ $ $

Nov 25th 40.00 a.m.

$ $ $ 0§

Nov 25th  6.30 p.m.

$ $ $ 0§

$ OA Church with Four Alls and for AlIO
$ Tony Wragg

OA Church Rooted in ScriptureO
Joan Wragg

OA Church Afbrming StewardshipO
Mark Gilborson

OA Church Born in SongO

Geoff Bowstead and Mark Gilborson (S)
OA Church with Evolving MethodsO
Doreen Sparey-Delacassa

OA Church Earthed in RenewalO
Adrian Dawe

OA Church Based in HolinessO

Mark Gilborson (S)

OA Church with No BordersO

Pat Lowans
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You will notice that we have two visitors. Doreen Sparey-Delacassa is
now Evangelism Enabler in the Cornwall District. She will also be doing
a post lunch Workshop on outreach thinking. Adrian Dawe is a local
preacher in the Buckfastleigh Circuit and a member of the S.W.
committee of MET (Methodist Evangelicals Together - the new name for
Headway).

Tony Wragg (On behalf of Worship Team)

Christian Aid News

On Friday 5th October between 10.00 a.m. and 2.00 p.m. there will be
an Autumn Bazaar at St Stephens Church for Christian Aid.

For further information see the poster in the church hall.

Prayer Focus for October

All good gifts around us
Are sent from heaven above;
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord
For all His love
(Hymn 585 (Chorus) - Songs of Fellowship)

Week Beginning Sunday 7th - Harvest

Please pray that those in our community who will receive the Harvest
hampers from our church will also receive all the love that God has for
them.

Thank God for the harvest, for the Obreezes and the sunshines and soft
refreshing rainO, which enable our farmers to grow such a plentiful
variety of food.

Praise God that every OseedQve sow is Ofed and watered by Gots
almighty handO.
(Hymn 585 - Verse 1)



Week Beginning Sunday 14th

Please thank and praise God for Oall good gifts around usO. The things
we take for granted: our readily available food, our hospitals, doctors
and nurses, our homes, schools and colleges. Families, friends,
freedom of worship and ability to speak out, beauty of nature, gardens,
the people who make us laugh and lift our spirits.

Please pray for all those who cannot appreciate these things because
they suffer broken lives.

Week Beginning Sunday 21st

Please pray for continued unity for the Prayer Team as we progress the
Prayer Phone Link and praying with people after church on Sundays.

Pray for Holy Spirit inspiration and direction for all our group and
leaders
Week Beginning Sunday 28th

Please pray for our children; that their minds will be protected from the
occult inBuences of Halloween - in magazines, shopping centres,
television and on the Internet.

Please also pray for our children to have a happy time at the Hallelujah
Party on October 31st.

Thank and praise God for Oall things bright and goodO.
(Hymn 585 - Verse 3).

The Prayer Team



News From The Methodist Church

A Word In Time - Online Bible Study Just Launched

New to the Methodist Church website is an online Bible study providing
a daily reading with background to the text, ref3ections and questions to
ponder.f here is a weekly theme and, on Sundays, a blog is attached to
the commentary, enabling users to post their own comments on the
featured passage.

The Bible study follows the readings in the Methodist Prayer Handbook,
All things in Christ, and there are links to the Prayer of the Day.

Alison Pollard, web writer for A Word in Time, says that though the Bible
Is central to Christianity, our often hectic 21st century lifestyles can
make it easy to neglect this essential part of our faith.#She adds that
'With this exciting new online feature, we are trying to encourage the
reader to apply the Bible to their own life and the social and political
context in which they live'.

Why not include this online Bible study in your daily ‘web life' by adding
A Word in Time to your 'favourites' folder?#

http://methodist.org.uk/bible
Friends and Heroes - Bible Stories For Children on BBC 2

Aimed at children aged 6-10 years, Friends and Heroes, an exciting
animated action adventure series with accurate Bible stories is being
shown on BBC2 this autumn.

The 13 half-hour episodes feature state-of-the-art animation to
introduce the Bible in a fresh and memorable way, creating clear
connections between religious themes and exciting adventure stories.
The series aims to empower children to listen to their conscience and to
make good decisions about respect, kindness, compassion, faith and
tolerance.

Being screened on BBC2 on Tuesdays at 10.45 a.m., from now until 22
December 2007.



DVDs of the series, suitable for use in children's worship, are also
available to buy and these include audio descriptions and subtitles for
those without sight or hearing. There is an accompanying interactive
website for children at http://www.friendsandheroes.tv

More information from:
http://www.friendsandheroes.com




Bible Cryptic Crossword

Maybe bug in shrub, eating nothing initially, was not consumable? (7,4)
Meat found in Troas thrown away (5)

Quiet peer is a jewel (5)

King in rough sea they hear? (4)

Woman is envied, oddly (3)

Bank excluding Italian editor is forced out (7)
Lie disturbed old priest (3)

Caught seven dropping off bve (4)

Praise ofbcer after axe is returned (5)

Pick out God's chosen (5)

Sunday Devil working in a foolish way (11)

Endlessly bore the German neighbour (6)

Primate wearing red gathered crops (6)

Make sense of alien going after injured printer (9)

Bishop with experience brought back creatures (4)

Asian Republic airways became lost overlooking Washington (5)
Prince is one starting to release several hostages (9)

Support for champion (6)

Unclean partly fulbl thyself (6)

Grown old and pale (5)

Second cover moved sideways (4)

(Answers Next Month)



Dates For Your Diary

October 2007

Tues$2nd$ $7.30p.m$$  Church Council meeting

Wed 3rd$ $0.00a.m.$$  District Network Conference Totnes MC

Thurs 4th$ $7.30p.m$$  Monthly Prayer Meeting

Sat 6th$ $ $0.30a.m.$$  District Property Day, Sidwell Street MC**

$ $ $0.00 a.m.$$  Hope 08 prayers, Southernhay URC

$ $ $$ $ $ NCH Step it Out for Children, 4 mile
$ $ $ sponsored walk, Quayside

Sun 7th$$ $0.00a.m.$$  Harvest Festival, All-Age, Joe Fisher

$ $ $6.30 p.m.$$  Harvest Festival, Lord"s Supper

$ $ $$ $ $ Rev Mark Gilborson

Mon 8th$$ $6.30 p.m$$  Harvest Bring & Share Supper & social
$ $ $ evening

Tues 9th$ $7.30p.m$$  Worship Team, 10A Albert Street

Wed 10th$ $7.30p.m$$  Circuit Church & Society open meeting,
$ $ $ Rural Affairs, Crediton MC

Sat 13th$s $$ $ $ Young Church Fun Day

Sun 14th$ 40.00a.m$$  World Peace Week, Young Church

$ $ $$ $ $ Sharon Gilborson

$ $ $6.30 p.m.$$  Prayer & Praise, Revs Barbara &

$ $ $$ $ $ David Calvert, Palestine

Thurs 18th$ $2.00p.m3$$  Minister's Bible Study, Psalm 137,

$ $ $$ $ $ Praying our fear

Sun 21st$ $0.00a.m$$  One World Week, Lord's Supper,

$ $ $$ $ $ Rev Mark Gilborson

$ $ $6.30 p.m.$$  Youth Service

Sat 27th$ $$ $ $ Christian Aid Rag day

Sun 28th$ $0.00a.m$$  Tony Wragg, Methodist Emphases - 1**

$ $ $6.30 p.m.$$  Circuit Charles Wesley celebration, Mint MC

November 2007

Thurs $st$ $7.30p.m$$  Monthly Prayer Meeting

Sat$ 3rd$ $0.00a.m$$  Resourcing our Prayer Life

$ $ $$ $ $ Fairplace MC, Okehampton**

$ $ $0.30 a.m.$$  Christmas Craft Day, Crediton MC**

Sun$4th$ $0.00a.m.$$  Methodist Homes Sunday, All-Age,

$ $ $$ $ $ lan Phillips

$ $ $6.30 p.m.$$  Joan Wragg, Methodist Emphases - 2**

**For more information see a separate item in this newsletter, or look on the
noticeboard for a poster and/or the full District and Diocese Training programme.



Weekly Activities

Sunday
10.00 a.m. Morning Service and Young Church
(1st Sunday in each month is All-Age Worship)
6.30 p.m. Evening Service
(2nd Sunday in each month is Prayer & Praise)

Monday
2.45 p.m. Monday House Fellowship (68 Hoker Road)
(See Beryl Violet for details)
5.45 p.m. and 7.00 p.m. Girls"Brigade *A*

Tuesday
10.00 a.m. Men's Coffee and Games Morning
6.00 p.m. Brownies
8.00 p.m. Home Group
(2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month -
see Sharon Gilborson for details)

Wednesday
9.15 a.m. Prayers in the Quiet Room
7.30 p.m. Senior Youth Club (11+ Year Old) *A*

Thursday
7.30 p.m. Church Fellowship
(1st Thursday in each month is a Prayer Meeting and the
3rd is a Bible Study at 2.00 p.m.)

Friday
9.30 a.m. Friday Toddlers Group *A*

To be sure these take place see Dates to Note or the Notice Board
( *A* = No meeting during school holiday)

The deadline for items for the November Newsletter will be Sunday 14th
October 2007. There is no guarantee of inclusion, but they may be given to:

ndrew Jackson - 19 Hills Orchard, Martock, Somerset. TA12 6DF. Tel:
01935 826072 or e-mailed to andrew.m.jackson@btinternet.com




