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A Message From The Minister
As I write it seems the world is facing one of the greatest economic downturns 
for decades. As you read I suspect things have not improved greatly and 
judging by the speed with which events are moving they may have even got 
worse. 

I looked up the deÞnition of a !credit crunch" and I found it as !a sudden 
reduction in the general availability of loans (or credit), or a sudden increase in 
the cost of obtaining loans from banks." The funny thing is that there is still the 
same amount of money around that there always was! 

You might remember the quote from Dickens"s David CopperÞeld: when Mr 
Micawber said: !Annual income twenty pounds, annual expenditure nineteen 
six, result happiness. Annual income twenty pounds, annual expenditure 
twenty pound ought and six, result misery."

I am not suggesting that the current crisis is the result of any individuals, after 
all we are to be good stewards of our money, similarly banks have shareholder 
and governments have services to run and pay for. Yet there does seem to be 
an element of greed that has fuelled this problem, a lack of satisfaction with 
what we have. As Mr Micawber correctly pronounced, if you live beyond your 
means, and spend beyond your means, it all in ends in misery. We are now 
told that we are in recession and that if prolonged it could lead to depression 
miserable stuff indeed.

The Bible tells us our treasure should be in heaven and where our treasure is 
there also is  our heart (Matthew 6:20-21). As followers of Christ we are never 
bankrupt, any worldly  misery is held in tension with an inner conÞdence, joy 
and peace that passes understanding.

The economic downturn will mean tougher times ahead, yet this  contrast is 
heightened because times have been so good. As we tighten our belts and 
count our pennies may we also tighten our resolve to  invest in heavenly 
currency: love, forgiveness, mercy and generosity etc.. These !heavenly" or 
!faith" commodities can always be counted on, and, by the grace our God, 
when invested in the kingdom, will always pay dividends

In Christ    Mark Gilborson!



Dates For November
Birthdays - have a great birthday!!
 
November
2nd  Lilley B  
4th  Lisa T
7th  Mark Gilborson     
14th  Melanie W
16th  Paul S
17th  Freya D    
19th  Donald D            
23rd  Megan L
25th  Rose S
27th  Martin L & India G
29th  Paul V

Flowers 

November
2nd ## Jenny Tregale
9th # # John Turner
16th## Vanessa Welch
23rd## Sylvia & Tom
30th## Beryl

Coffee

November
2nd# # Kathy & Beryl
9th # # Vanessa & Family
16th# # Sheila & Margaret Kearns 
23rd## Jean & Peter
30th## Jenny Tregale & Pat

Thursday Dates

November
6th      7.30 p.m.# Church Prayer meeting in the lounge.  Everyone is 
# # # # # welcome.



13th     2.00 p.m.# Bible Study led by Rev Mark Gilborson.  The theme is 
# # # # # !Kingdom Parables" and covers Mark Ch4 v1-34.
20th   10.30 a.m.# Coffee, Chat + Epilogue.
27th#  10.30 a.m.# Coffee, Chat + Epilogue.

Tuesday Home Group Dates for November
We are continuing our study entitled !Grace" and will be meeting on the 
following dates:

4th # # 8.00 p.m.## At Sharon & Mark Gilborson"s - 20 Whipton Lane

18th## 8.00 p.m.## At Monika & Bill"s

If you need any further information please contact Sharon Gilborson.

Eco-Congregations

Wonford Methodist hosted a Circuit-wide meeting 
on Eco-Congregations in October. The meeting 
heard from delegates from Crediton Chapel (one of 
only two ECs in Devon), and two members of the 
authorising committee. This group proclaimed the 
virtues of entering a Congregation to be awarded 
the status of "ecologically sound". 
$
This award is based around Ecological Church 
policies, Eco-friendly teaching and the availability of 
literature and information$for Congregations and the 
Churches neighbours. Given the already pro-Earth 

policies of Wonford, it was no surprise to Þnd that many of the categories 
within the award are already being satisÞed. The blurb from this 
organisation will be available from Church from November and can also be 
accessed from http://ew.ecocongregation.org 
We, as the Church and Society Committee for the Circuit urge you to read 
this material, and consider our actions upon the wider world.
$
Jon Curtis

http://ew.ecocongregation.org/
http://ew.ecocongregation.org/


Planned Preaching - Autumn 2008
Peter Series

              

This series continues into November.  Please try to attend as many services 
as possible.

November 2nd
10.00 a.m.    Peter"s big breakfast (John 21) - Rev Mark Gilborson  (AA)                             
6.30 p.m.#     Peter gets the Power (Acts 2/3) - Rev John Skinner

November 9th          
10.00 a.m.    Peter and the Cornelius factor (Acts 10) - Joan Wragg                       
6.30 p.m.      Peter gets a break (Acts 12) - Rev David Gregory

November 16th        
10.00 a.m.    Peter writes a book.... (Excerpts from 1 Peter) - Rev Paul Smith                           
6.30 p.m.#     É.. and another (2 Peter) - Rev Mark Gilborson    
    # #      (Circuit Service) 

Notes on the speakers you may not recognise
Rev John Skinner was Rector of St Leonard"s Church.  He is still very 
active in ministry.
Rev David Gregory recently retired to Exeter but is currently acting Minister 
at Crediton.
Rev Paul Smith is Minister at Plymouth Methodist Central Hall and is much 
in demand!! 

Prayer Focus for November
In the last days:

Nation will not take up sword against nation nor will they train for war any 
more.  Every man will sit under his own vine and under his own fig tree, 

and no-one will make them afraid, for the Lord Almighty has spoken.
Micah 4:3b-4

Week beginning Sunday 2nd
Pray that all people in this world will come to recognise God as their loving 
Creator Father and those struggling in desperate circumstances will Þnd 
hope in His Word, which is the same yesterday, today and forever.



Week beginning Sunday 9th - Remembrance Sunday
Please pray this week in humility, as we recognise the sacriÞce of countless 
millions who have given their lives in times of war that we may live in peace.$ 
Pray for families who are still grieving for their loved ones.

Pray also for the leaders of the nations that God will show them 'the better 
way' - the way of peace.

Week beginning Sunday 16th
This is Prisoners Week.$ Please pray:
(a) for all who have had their liberty removed, whether legally or illegally
(b) that a solution will be found to the overcrowding of our prisons here in 

England
(c) for prison staff and the chaplaincy teams who often Þnd themselves in 

difÞcult and thankless situations.

Week beginning Sunday 23rd
Saturday (29th) is our Annual Day of Recollection, part of Christians 
Together in Heavitree.$  Please pray that God will continue to bless and 
nurture all the growing links between the Exeter churches.

Pray also for the work of the Youth Council as it meets this Sunday.$ Thank 
God for those who help each week with our young people in their various 
groups and activities. 

Week beginning Sunday 30th
Please pray for the continuing growth and spiritual awareness of our church.$ 
Pray also that there will be no divisions in our fellowship and that we will be 
united as one body.

Thank God for the recently started Emmaus Course, which is nurturing, 
teaching and encouraging both new and committed Christians.

Phone Prayer Link
If you have a prayer need, the Þrst contact is Beryl Violet (01392) 270132.  
Your request will be passed to the members of the Prayer Link who will then 
pray for your request.



After Church Prayer Support
This is available in the Quiet Room on Sunday mornings.  Two members of 
the Prayer Team will be available to pray with you.

* Should you wish to join the Prayer Phone Link or After Church Prayer 
Support, please contact any member of the Prayer Team.  Further details 
may be found in the Quiet Room. 

The Prayer Team

Pastoral Visitors Meeting

This will be held on Wednesday 26th November 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the 
Church lounge.  Please let Lisa know if you can"t make it (661894).

The Next Edition of Contact

This is is normal double issue covering December and January.  Please get 
dates together in good time.  The deadline is Sunday 16th November 2008.
I would like to see a wider range of articles in Contact each month.  Last 
month we had a book and Þlm review which was really encouraging.  If you 
have an article that you feel others would like to read please e-mail it to me 
(andrew.m.jackson@me.com) or write it on paper and hand it to me on a 
Sunday morning.  This could be anything.  Pictures would be great.  I can 
scan these in if they"re not digital.  

mailto:andrew.m.jackson@me.com
mailto:andrew.m.jackson@me.com


ʻPeterʼ WordSearch

  
   
   

Alms, Angel, Antioch, Apostle, Arrested, Beloved, Bold, Caiaphas, 
Capernaum, Cephas, Church, Decapolis, Denial, Devotion, Elijah, 
Eminence, Energetic, Fig, Fisherman, Galilee, Gamaliel, Herod, Impulsive, 
John, Judas, Judea, Kingdom, Martyr, Miracle, Moses, Mother, Palestine, 
Passover, Pentecost, Perea, Rebuke, Samaria, Sanhedrin, Scripture, Spirit, 
Twelve

See if you can Þnd the words about Peter in the word search below.



ʻPeterʼ Crossword Puzzle

Across 
2   We have puriÞed our souls, ourselves, through obeying the what? 
6   Though we have not seen Jesus, we _____ Him. 
9   These beings desire to look into the Gospel and things that we have and 
# know. 
11   We are to conduct ourselves throughout our sojourning here on Earth"s 
# strangers in this. 
12   We lived in this while in our former lusts. 
13   The Þrst area mentioned in the group of Þve areas where the Christians were 
# scattered. 

Down 
1  We are kept by the power of God through faith and salvation. In this what do            
# we do greatly? 
3  We have been given a new birth to a living hope through this. 
4  What have the prophets inquired and searched diligently? 
5  Peter is an apostle of this person. (Two words, no spaces) 
7  We have been ______ through the word of God. (Two words, no space) 
8  What kind of children should we be? 
10 Our faith is more precious than this. 



A Poem for Remembrance Sunday

Flower of the Eternal Sleep
(Josie Whitehead)

Flower of the eternal sleep
Watching with the ones who weep.
You, whose lives, so short in bloom,

Saw such bloodshed, death and gloom.

You trembled to the sound of guns
Which tore to death beloved sons.

You fluttered, died. before your time -
Dropped blood red petals in their prime.

Crimson poppies 'neath the clouds -
Short lived, yet colourful and proud;

Now worn by humans with such pride
Remembering those who bravely died.

You represent young lives cut short -
Those who, for freedom, bravely fought.

Flower of the eternal sleep -
Silently your vigil keep. 



Dates For Your Diary
November 2008

Sun 2nd# # 10.00 a.m.## Rev Mark Gilborson - All Age.  (Peter Series) **
# # #   6.30 p.m.## Rev John Skinner (Peter Series) **
Tues 4th# #   8.00 p.m.## Tuesday Group Meeting **
Thurs 6th # #   7.30 p.m.## Prayer Meeting in the lounge.  All Welcome.
Sun 9th## # 10.00 a.m.## Joan Wragg (Peter Series) **
# # # # # # Remembrance Sunday
# # #   6.30 p.m.## Rev David Gregory (Peter Series) **
#Thurs 13th# #   2.00 p.m.## Bible Study with Rev Mark Gilborson **
# # # # # # !Kingdom Parables" Mark Ch4 v1- 34
#Sun 16th# # 10.00 a.m.## Rev Paul Smith (Peter Series) **
# # #   6.30 p.m.## Rev Mark Gilborson (Peter Series) **
# # # # # # Circuit Service
Tues 18th # #   8.00 p.m.## Tuesday Group Meeting **
Thurs 20th # # 10.30 a.m.## Coffee, Chat & Epilogue **
Sun 23rd# # 10.00 a.m.## Pat Lowans
# # #   6.30 p.m.## Janet Lee
Wed 26th# #   7.00 p.m.## Pastoral Visitors Meeting at the Church **
Thurs 27th# # 10.30 a.m.## Coffee, Chat & Epilogue **
Sun 30th# # 10.00 a.m.## Rev Mark Gilborson - Sacrament
# # #   6.30 p.m.## Stephen Lawson

# #     #   # #
**For more information see a separate item in this newsletter, or 

look on the notice board for a poster.



Weekly Activities

Sunday
10.00 a.m. Morning Service and Young Church

(1st Sunday in each month is All-Age Worship)
6.30 p.m. Evening Service

(2nd Sunday in each month is Prayer & Praise)

Monday
2.45 p.m. Monday House Fellowship (68 Hoker Road)

(See Beryl Violet for details)
5.45 p.m. and 7.00 p.m.   Girls" Brigade *A*

Tuesday
10.00 a.m.  Men"s Coffee and Games Morning

6.00 p.m.   Brownies  *A*
8.00 p.m.  Home Group

(See inside for more details)

Wednesday
9.15 a.m.   Prayers in the Quiet Room

7.00 p.m.   Junior Youth Club (7 - 11 Year Old)  *A*
8.15 p.m.   Senior Youth Club (11+ Year Old)  *A*

Thursday
7.30 p.m.

(1st Thursday in each month is a Prayer Meeting, the 
2nd is a Bible Study at 2.00 p.m.  Other Thursdays are coffee mornings starting 

at 10.30 a.m.) - see inside for details as this does change.

Friday
9.30 a.m.   Friday Toddlers Group  *A*

2.00 p.m.   Friday Fellowship - see Sheila Bricknell for details

To be sure these take place see Dates to Note or the Notice Board
( *A* = No meeting during school holiday)

The deadline for items for the December 2008 / January 2009 Newsletter 
will be Sunday 16th November 2008.  There is no guarantee of inclusion, 
but they may be given to: 

Andrew Jackson - 19 Hills Orchard, Martock, Somerset. TA12 6DF.  
Tel: 01935 826072 or e-mailed to andrew.m.jackson@me.com 

mailto:andrew.m.jackson@me.com
mailto:andrew.m.jackson@me.com

