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Girls’ Brigade

invite you to their:
“Christingle”

Monday 6th December
2010

6.30 p.m.
All Welcome

Annual Christmas
Evening

All Welcome

Tuesday 21st December
2010

730 p.m.

An evening of food,
fellowship and carol singing
at
2 Wallace Avenue, Whipton
- Joan & Tony Wragg

Okehampton Choral
Society Christmas
Concert

Monday 13th December
2010

730 p.m.

The Mint Methodist
Church

Young Church
Christmas

Party

Saturday 18th
December 2010

500 - 700 p.m.

Special appearance by Father
Christmas. Please come and have
some fun!!!




A Message From The Minister

| was recently reflecting on the idea that ‘It is not what we want that makes
us happy but wanting what we have'’.

Christmas is often a time of wanting, it should be a time of happiness too.
Sometimes though, when what we want just doesn’t come to be, it can lead
to unhappiness, we are discontented with our situation, those around us or
even ourselves. Maybe the trick is wanting what we have, not because we
are lazy or apathetic but because what we do have is often sufficient and a
desire for more often brings the very opposite of what we might have hoped
for.

You may have read the recent story of the Canadian couple Allen and Violet
Large, both in their 70’s who won the equivalent approximately seven
million pounds on the lottery and then proceeded to give it all away, they
saw the need or ‘want’ of local charities and organisations and gave it to
them. They said that having that amount of money was ‘a big headache’
and saw that there were those who had bigger needs than themselves. An
amazing story. You may wonder why they did the lottery at all, maybe that
was part of the process that allowed them to see that happiness does come
from wanting what you already have.

As Christmas comes and goes we might reflect on those ancient peoples
who wanted a ‘Messiah’, someone to come and save them in a way that
they wanted. Of course the Christian story reminds us that the Messiah
(literally meaning ‘Christ’) was God sending his own Son to the world, God
‘wanted’ us to know what he was like. So what was Jesus, the Messiah, the
Christ like? Well again the Bible tells us that he met the needs (wants) of
those he encountered: he was: forgiving, merciful, compassionate,
inclusive, honest, generous, loving, ...

| am not sure what you ‘want’ this Christmas or New Year. Maybe those
attributes of God found in Jesus Christ, will meet all of our wants; wanting
love and mercy and forgiveness and to be wanted are the gifts God gives
not only at Christmas time but for all time, and it doesn’t rely on a lottery.

Yours, in Christ Mark Gilborson



Dates For December 10 / January 11

Birthdays - have a great birthday!!

December

2nd Sophie P & Beryl V
4th Ada L

8th Margaret E

23rd Jon C

January

2nd Sophie T

6th Ken C

7th William T

8th Megan A-P

12th Bronwen M
13th Sam F
15th Alan H

19th Jon H

21st Susanna L

23rd Sharon T

25th James W \

26th Benjamin L
27th Tasha G
28th Claire C

Flowers

December January

5th Beryl V 2nd Eileen

12th Ada 9th Pat Lowans
19th Bronwen & Clifford 16th Alison H

26th Bronwen & Clifford 23rd Barbara Irish
30th Kathleen & Norman Dell

A big thank you to everyone who has provided the Church flowers
throughout the year and also to those who arrange them so nicely each
week. It is much appreciated.

Many Thanks - Eileen.



Coffee

December
5th The Prowses
12th Melanie & Eileen
19th 10.00am Emma & Family
5.30 pm Carol Service - Mince pies and offers of help welcome
26th DIY

January
ond  Beryl &Kath .
9th Lisa & Susan . .‘

16th Jenny H & Barbara J -
23rd Jenny T & Angela
30th Linda, Margaret E and Pat L -

Home Group Meetings

December

Continuing the study ‘The Uniqueness of Our Faith’.
1st 8.00 p.m. At Rose & Paul’s - 17 Madison Avenue.

15th 8.00 p.m. Home Group Christmas Party at 20 Whipton Lane.
Bring & Share.

January

Continuing the study ‘The Uniqueness of Our Faith’.

11th  8.00 p.m. At Tim Pillinger’s - 18 Velwell Road.
25th  8.00 p.m.  AtJoan & Tony’s - 2 Wallace Avenue

For more information please contact Sharon on 01392 671289.




Thursday Dates

December

2nd  7.30 p.m. Church Prayer meeting in the lounge. Everyone is
welcome.

16th  2.00 p.m. Bible Study led by Rev Mark Gilborson. This is on the
subject of “The Verdict’ - Romans Ch3 v1-20.
Soup will be served from 1.00 p.m. There is no
charge for the soup - donations to the Bible Society.
January

6th 7.30 p.m.  Church Prayer Meeting in the lounge.

20th  2.00 p.m. Bible Study led by Rev Mark Gilborson. This is on the
subject of “The Righteousness of God’ -
Romans Ch3 v21-31. Soup will be served from
1.00 p.m.

Wonford Worms

This group will meet on Thursday 2nd December 2010 to discuss ‘Indian
Takeaway’ at 20 Whipton Lane at 7.30pm.

Their next book is ‘Snow Flowers and the Secret Fan’ by L See. This
book will be discussed on Thursday 13th January 2011 at 7.30pm - venue
to be confirmed.

For more information see Sharon Gilborson.

Christmas Card Tree 2010

In the past, to save sending everyone at church a
Christmas card, we have had a Christmas Card Tree.
The idea is that you put a Christmas card to everyone
at the church on the Christmas Card Tree, and then
place a donation in the box for The Women's Network
of The Methodist Church. For the next two years, they
have set up a project to support Methodist Homes for
the Aged focusing on Dementia.

For further information please see Beryl Violet or the notice board in the
church hall.

Beryl Violet



Wonford Youth Club

There has been a youth club
meeting at Wonford church for
over 20 years. At the moment, we
have on average of 38 young
people coming along each week.
Most of these children come from
the surrounding estate, and some
have been known to turn up half
an hour early for their club each
week!

Our younger youth club is for children between 7 and 11 (school years 3 to
6) and they meet between 7pm and 8pm. After a quick break, the older club
starts for young people at secondary school, aged 11 and upwards. This
goes on until 9.15pm. We are fortunate in having a loyal team of volunteers,
including three college students who very kindly give up their time helping
out each week. However, we are always on the look out for new people, so
if you are able to help out on a Wednesday evening - it doesn't have to be
each week, just as and when you can make it - please speak to Ruth
Bradley on a Sunday morning; your help will be gratefully received.

We have tended to use a tried and tested approach when choosing the
activities on offer. Our pool and table tennis tables remain very popular
fixtures. Regular art and craft ideas also go down very well, and there are
also a selection of board games made available. Having said this, Paul
tends to be the most popular person; especially around 7.30pm when his
tuck shop is opened!

Up until fairly recently, there wasn't a formal or devotional aspect to Youth
Club. However, for a while the leaders have been praying before the start of
each session, asking for God's blessing upon the work we do in our local
community. We have decided to introduce short sessions to introduce our
young people to the basic concepts and ideas of Christianity and the
church. For example, Andy has led a session including a modernised
version of the parable of the Good Samaritan.

We are blessed in that the children who attend have listened carefully, and
seemed to take on board at least some of what we have taught them. We
were pleased that so many have also taken part in the recent Holiday Club.



In many cases it was an unfamiliar setting to them, yet they have willingly
entered into the spirit of the half term week and have taken part in all the
activities offered by Holiday Club. One of our younger ones almost
remembered the Memory Verse in full each day!

It was also encouraging that seven of these children came to the Sunday
morning service for the first time. They have expressed an interest in
coming back to church each week, and one of them has also told us he is
thinking of being baptised. We would like to thank all the people at Wonford
church for being so supportive and for giving us a foundation upon which
we can further advance Christ's kingdom amongst our estate, and we pray
that we continue to be rewarded and blessed doing our sometimes
challenging but always worthwhile work each Wednesday evening.

Chris Parks

Pursuing God’s Heart - December 2nd

The monthly Prayer Fellowship already exists for a purpose of praying
together for the life of the Church and for people’s needs, on the evening of
the first Thursday in the month.

Over the next four months it will take the form of a series of evenings of
prayer and exploration which Mark and Heather Davies will lead.

The first one is at 7.30 pm on Thursday December 2nd and the theme will
be ‘Worship - God is worth it’.

We truly welcome people who may not be regular members of this group
already. Whatever your other commitments, at church and away from it, we
encourage you to share this particular initiative. It will be ‘naturally
supernatural’, because we value normality and low-key approaches and we
also value really seeking God’s presence.

Rev Mark Davies

VENTURE EX e
ANEW INITIATIVE IN METHODISM ~ $VENtUrerX

This short article continues the occasional series from the Exeter Methodist
Circuit aimed at informing local church members about current Circuit
business and initiatives. Here Jon Curtis tells us about Venture FX.



Venture FX is a recent innovation by the Methodist Church, which aims to
reach those who are un-churched, particularly within the 18-35 age range.
Venture FX is based upon the principles of 'Fresh Expressions' of church,
by which we are not held to traditional versions of congregations and
worship, but are willing to make Church in ways that are different. Some
examples of Fresh Expressions might include Café Church (where a
meeting is based around discussion in a café setting) or Messy Church
(where activities, worship and a meal together are all part of a service).
Fresh Expressions has had success at bringing those who were
uninterested in traditional styles of Church into our community in other
ways. Venture FX however is not so concerned with bringing those outside
of the church into it, but taking the gospel to where those people are. This
does not mean that the inherent values of the gospel, the message or the
community are changed, but that they are made available to those who
have not engaged with what has come before. The aim is to start 'new
Christian community', which is both ecclesiastically and societally valid. It is
worth stating that these are not new ideas, and much good work has been
done before in these ways, but the Methodist Church has launched this
initiative to empower 20 new workers to work in 20 new locations around
the UK over the next five years. | have been chosen by this initiative to
work as a 'Venture FX Pioneer', and we hope that this will occur in Exeter,
starting in the next few months. It is a really exciting prospect, and | for one
am patrticularly grateful to the Circuit for its support in this!

If you are interested in finding out more, you can e-mail me at
jon_shoe@hotmail.com or search "Venture FX" on the Methodist Church
website.

Prayer Focus for December/January

The angel said, "Don't be afraid. I'm here to announce a great and
joyful event that is meant for everybody worldwide. A Saviour has just
been born in David's town, a Saviour who is Messiah and Master. This

is what you are to look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in a
manger.
Luke 2:10-12 (The Message)

Week beginning Sunday December 5th
Please pray this month especially for:
* Mark, our minister, and Lay Preachers preparing Christmas services
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* Girls Brigade Christingle (this week)

* Mums & Toddlers Party  * Young Church Party

* Youth Club celebrations  * Our Carol Concert

* any other Christmas events in our church life

Please pray also that God will be at the heart of all our personal
celebrations this Christmas, from giving presents to receiving Christ.

Week beginning Sunday 12th

Please pray for Young Church and its leaders as they prepare for our Carol
Concert next Sunday, and also for other carol concerts being held across
the city.

Pray also that we will have opportunities to explain the Reason for the
season with those that we meet.

Week beginning Sunday 19th

Please pray this week for God's provision for the city's outreach to the
lonely and homeless. Pray that we personally will have open hearts to
respond with time and money to the disadvantaged and lonely around us.
Pray also for the peace of Christ to dwell in our hearts as we cope with the
busyness and commercial pressures that come with Christmas.

Thank God for the Christian witness of the Nativity being performed today in
the city centre.

Week beginning Sunday 26th

As we draw to the end of 2010 please pray that the Holy Spirit will bring
comfort and hope to those we may know in our church and local community
who spent Christmas alone or without loved ones.

Also pray for those in the world who spent Christmas in a battle for survival
after floods, earthquakes, famine and hurricanes, and for the aid workers
often risking their lives to help.

How precious, O God, is Your constant love!
We find protection under the shadow of Your wings.
Psalm 37:7 (Good News Bible)

Week beginning Sunday 2nd January

Today we renew our Covenant with God at our morning service. Please
pray that we will continue to be a blessing to others (as we are blessed) and
that God will give us strength and direction to face the challenges in this
new year.



Week beginning Sunday 9th

Please pray this week that our church will be united in its fellowship and
that Jesus will always be the example we follow.

Thank God for all those in our church who have taken on various
responsibilities and for the various gifts that He has given them.

Week beginning Sunday 16th

Tuesday sees the start of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Please
pray that Christians everywhere will come together, setting aside
denominational differences, to praise God in unity and faith.

Week beginning Sunday 23rd

Today sees the national launch of 'Biblefresh - Year of the Bible 2011".
Please pray that this initiative will be greatly used by God to encourage our
nation to turn back to reading God's revealed word in the Bible.

Week beginning Sunday 30th

Please pray that God continues to guide Mark and Heather (Davies) as
they lead the third of the series, ‘Pursuing God's Heart’, at the monthly
prayer meeting next week.

Also pray that God continues to expand and prosper Venture FX (the
Christian pioneering outreach to young adults who have no Christian
heritage).

Phone Prayer Link

Should you, or those you know, wish to be supported in prayer, the first
contact is Beryl Violet (01392) 270132. Your request will be passed to the
members of the Prayer Link who will pray for your need.

After Church Prayer Support
This is available in the Quiet Room on Sunday mornings. Two members of
the Prayer Team will be available to pray with you.

*We would love to have suggestions to include in the Prayer Focus. These
may be either placed in the Prayer Box in the Hall or given to Michael and
Judith (or phone us on 214789) by the first week of the month (for inclusion
the following month).

The Prayer Team



Some Christmas Facts

Holly - the ancient Romans used holly as a symbol of L,
friendship. In Norway and Sweden the holly tree is known as *
the ‘Christ-thorn’.  The prickly leaves remind us of Christ’s

crown of thorns. The name ‘holly’ is thought to be derived

from the word ‘holy’.

Mistletoe - Christians adopted the mistletoe as a symbol
of love, and reminds us that Jesus taught us to love t‘
others as ourselves.

Christmas Crib - at Roman winter festivals, clay dolls
were sold in the streets of Rome to be given as presents. When many
Romans became Christians, they made dolls to
T represent Mary and Joseph, and figures for the
} nativity. The most famous crib scene was that of
> St Francis of Assisi, the good saint who was kind
TK‘E" . to animals. He wanted people to understand how
¥ hard it was to live in a poor manner, so he
——— arranged a real live scene with real people and

animals.

Christmas Pudding - this was originally called ‘plum
pudding’ as it was made with prunes which are dried ‘Q M
plums. Today we use currants, raisins and sultanas but & £

the breadcrumbs, eggs and spices are the same as they “
have always been

Mince Pies - these were once called mutton pies as they were made from
finely chopped or minced mutton. They used to be oval shaped as a
reminder of Christ’s crib. People ate them silently and
thought about the infant Jesus, which maybe the
reason why some people today make a silent wish
when they take their first bite. The first mince pies had
pastry figures of baby Jesus on them and when Oliver
Cromwell ruled the country it was against the law to eat
mince pies as it was not thought respectful to Jesus.

Thank you to Pat Lowans for the above facts.



News from the Methodist Church

CELEBRATING ADVENT

Check out the Methodist website's Advent and Christmas pages at
http://www.methodist.org.uk/advent. It is full of ideas, resources and
material for worship.

Currently there's a new Christmas hymn and Paperless Christmas - a road
movie about the adventures of Mary and Joseph.

Also ...

From 1 December you can follow a day-by-day account of a nativity play on
Twitter and Facebook. Known as the Natwivity (http://natwivity.com/), it
retells the 2,000 year-old story of the birth of Jesus. Each day different
members of the cast will tweet a 140-character update. They include
Joseph, Mary, the shepherds, the three wise men and King Herod.

The Natwivity will give this famous story an immediate, real-life feel,
transforming followers from people 2,000 years ago to friends of the user,
who are going through the drama now. Followers will be able to read Mary's
angst as she tries to come to terms with the birth of her child, and hear from
the stunned shepherds after their encounter with an angel.

FAIR FIR TREES

Do you know that it is now possible to purchase fairly-traded Christmas
trees? Growers in Denmark, in partnership with Fairwind, a small company
in the UK, have developed Fair Trees, campaigning to raise awareness and
improve the conditions of workers in Georgia who pick the majority of the
seeds from which Nordmann Fir Christmas trees are grown.

A BBC documentary highlighting the issues will be broadcast this month.

To show your support, order your tree from Fairwind at
http://www.fairwindonline.com/

MOMENTUM BOWS OUT WITH A ROAD TRIP

After five years of news telling and story sharing, the Methodist publication
Momentum reaches its final edition this month. To mark the occasion, editor
Laurence Wareing visited some of the projects featured in previous
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editions, and other stories offer updates on the work undertaken by
Momentum's partner organisations - Action for Children, LWPT, MHA and
MRDF.

We share examples of imaginative discipleship ? initiatives for young
adults, children, overseas partnership and the care of older people. Read,
also, ideas for how to make Advent a more meaningful, Christ-centred time.

There's something for your newsletter, website and personal reflection in
the final Momentum. Read it at http://www.methodist.org.uk/

SINGING THE FAITH, TELLING THE STORY

A website is offering a new insight into the story behind the new Methodist
hymn collection, Singing the Faith.

Visitors to www.singingthefaith.org.uk can read about the journey from the
initial proposal for a new collection through to the work now being done to
launch the Singing the Faith collection in June 2011. They can take a peek
inside the collection at the full list of hymns and songs, check out the online
users guide and read John Wesley's rules for singing.

Anyone can also now take advantage of the pre-publication discounts on
Singing the Faith. These include a saving of £5 on the full music edition,
£2.50 on the words edition and £5 on the electronic words edition.
Discounts are available when ordering direct from Methodist Publishing at
http://www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/.

People can also pre-order the free Singing the Faith sampler, which will be
published in January 2011.
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A Simple Christmas Crossword Puzzle

1 Z
3 4
5
3 7
)
o 10
11 12
13 14
15
ACROSS 13 We celebrate present
His birth 4 Heavenly beings
1 O come, all ye 15 Present 6 Dasher,
L decorations Dancer, efc.
5 Gifts 7 Christmas
8  qget DOWN songs
togethers 10 Place for lights
9  night, holy 2 What Santa and ornaments
night ... brings 12 Jolly old St. Nick
11 Tree decorations 3 Used to tie a 14 Makes a white

Christmas



Christmas Word Search

RPYKHTEBAZTIULZEYL

HAMETIVETIWWEZ KDCE
O S TAKNEKEOWDOTPDESG

LOBSNNGODBJRURSHN

YVPATGOJKEIETUEFPA
MARYBSEDHHAITOW

DTWNGSYARPBUSTIVRKIX
DVRBUSJELWYNUJPE
NOQOQKILERHEATLANOOH
OZWHZ KU SHDG SBWIEKGSYX

ELTTACDPJUDEEGSN
A STROLOGEIRSEVPWE

EMASIUDUIKZTIUPHNTU
EPDNTTITIOQRNJEAHS

TBGWISEMENRIRCCTU

KING MANGER MARY PROPHECY SHEPHERD STABLE

EASTSTAR ELIZABETH HEROD HOLY INNKEEPER JOSEPH
SWADDLING WISEMEN

ANGEL ASTROLOGER BABYJESUS CATTLE DONKEY




December 2010
Wed 1st 8.00 p.m.
Thur 2nd 7.30 p.m.
7.30 p.m.
Evening
Sun 5th 10.00 a.m.
6.30 p.m.
Mon 6th 6.30 p.m.
Thur 9th 7.00 p.m.
Sun 12th 10.00 a.m.
6.30 p.m.
Mon 13th 7.30 p.m.
Wed 15th 8.00 p.m.
Thur 16th 2.00 p.m.
Sat 18th 9.00 a.m.
Sun 19th 10.00 a.m.
3.00 p.m.
5.30 p.m.
Tue 21st 7.30 p.m.
Fri 24th 6.30 p.m.
Sat 25th 10.00 a.m.
Sun 26th 10.00 a.m.
6.30 p.m.
January 2011
Sun 2nd 10.00 a.m.
6.30 p.m.
Thur 6th 7.30 p.m.
Sun 9th 10.00 a.m.
4.00 p.m.
6.30 p.m.
Tue 11th 8.00 p.m.

Dates For Your Diary

Homegroup meets at 17 Madison Avenue **
Monthly Prayer Meeting in the lounge
Wonford Worms meet at 20 Whipton Lane **
Carols at St James Park ground

All Age Worship. Natalie Husk

Rev Mark Gilborson - Acts ‘Martyrdom’

This will be a discussion service.

Girls’ Brigade Christingle **

Hospice ‘Tree of Life’ Service at

St Thomas Methodist Church

Rev Jonathan Budd - Acts ‘Going Global’
Carol Service at Whiddon Down Village Hall
Okehampton Choral Society Christmas
Concert at The Mint Methodist Church
Homegroup Christmas Part at Sharon and
Mark’s - 20 Whipton Lane **

Bible Study with Rev Mark Gilborson

‘The Verdict’ - Romans 3: 1-20 **

Action for Children Carol Singing - Tesco’s
Rev Mark Gilborson

CTaX Exeter Nativity - Princesshay to
Cathedral Green

Carol Service + mince pies

Joan & Tony’s Annual Christmas Evening **
Christmas Eve Communion with

Rev Mark Gilborson

Christmas Day Service with

Rev Mark Gilborson.

Rev Paul Collings

No evening service

All Age worship and Covenant Service with
Rev Mark Gilborson

Evening Worship

Prayer Meeting in the Lounge

Rev Mark Gilborson

Celebrate Together at The Mint

Andy Richardson - Prayer & Praise
Homegroup meets at Tim Pillinger’s **



Thur 13th
Fri 14th

Sun 16th

Wed 19th

Thur 20th

Sun 23rd

Sun 30th

7.30 p.m.
6.30 p.m.

10.00 a.m.
6.30 p.m.
10.30 a.m.
2.00 p.m.
10.00 a.m.
6.30 p.m.
10.00 a.m.

6.30 p.m.

Wonford Worms Meet **

New Year Party - Bring & Share Supper **
‘Stars in their Eyes’

Rev Mark Davies

Rev Mark Gilborson - Sacrament

CTH Prayers and discussion at the URC in
Heavitree

Bible Study with Rev Mark Gilborson

‘The Righteousness of God’

Romans 3: 21-31 **

Morning Worship

BibleFresh Launch / Pray for Exeter Service
at Belmont Chapel

Rev lan Bell and Rev Mark Gilborson
VentureFX

John Allen - ‘Enthusiasm & Extremism’
Cafe Church

Details of all preachers for morning and evening services in January 2011 are not
all known at the time of printing this newsletter

**For more information see a separate item in this newsletter, or look on
the noticeboard for a poster
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Carol Service
All Are Welcome

Sunday 19thDecember 2010
9.30 p.m.

Come and sing familiar Christmas Carols and see
youngsters in nativity scenes and sketches

Followed by mince pies and coffee

Christmas Eve

Communion New Year

All Welcome Pa ”y

Friday 24th December .
2010 - 630 pm. Friday 14th January

2011

Christmas Day Service

‘Stars in their Eyes

Saturday 25th December
2010 -10.00 am. 6.30 p.m.

Both service_s led by
Rev Mark Gilborson Bring & Share Supper




Weekly Activities

Sunday
10.00 a.m. Morning Service and Young Church
(1st Sunday in each month is All-Age Worship)
6.30 p.m. Evening Service
(2nd Sunday in each month is Prayer & Praise)

Monday
2.45 p.m. Monday House Fellowship (68 Hoker Road)
(See Beryl Violet for details)
5.45 p.m. and 7.00 p.m. Girls’ Brigade *A*

Tuesday
10.00 a.m. Men’s Coffee and Games Morning
9.15 a.m. Weekly Prayers in the Quiet Room
8.00 p.m. Home Group
(See inside for more details)

Wednesday
7.00 p.m. Junior Youth Club (7 - 11 Year Old) *A*
8.15 p.m. Senior Youth Club (11+ Year Old) *A*

Thursday
7.30 p.m.
(1st Thursday in each month is a Prayer Meeting, the
3rd is a Bible Study at 2.00 p.m. (Soup & Chat from 1.00 p.m.)) - see inside for
details as this does change.

Friday
9.30 a.m. Friday Toddlers Group *A*
2.00 p.m. Friday Fellowship - see Sheila Bricknell for details

To be sure these take place see Dates to Note or the Notice Board
( *A* = No meeting during school holiday)

The deadline for items for the February 2011 Newsletter will be Sunday 16th
January 2011. There is no guarantee of inclusion, but they may be given to:
Andrew Jackson - 19 Hills Orchard, Martock, Somerset. TA12 6DF.
Tel: 01935 826072 or e-mailed to andrew.m.jackson@me.com
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